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Peter Pan Syndrome
Paul Anderson-Walsh

| have a sense of urgency in my spirit. I'm disturbed by the fact that too many Christians do not seem
to grow-up. It’s something that has troubled me for a long time and one of the main things that
forced me to get out of the church-planting business. Christians don’t grow up in church, they grow
old, they grow cynical, they grow more demanding, they grow religious, but they don’t grow-up.

| want to suggest that the reason for this is that so many of us who have been in the church suffer
from Peter Pan Syndrome.

There are some who have argued [with some persuasiveness] that if one is to grow in Christ, it is
necessary to leave the church. Adam Jameson's book "The Churchless Faith" is a very provocative
and challenging piece of research, and his findings compelling... | think that when we speak in terms
of church as we currently know it and do it then that is exactly right... but my view is that a
"churchless faith" is a regrettable and altogether understandable response to the core problem: a
faithless church. Therein lies the key to all things - rediscovering the Christian faith, which is not faith
in our faith in Christ but the faith of Christ in the Christian.

Peter Pan was a boy with magical powers who refused to grow up and so spent his never-ending
childhood adventuring on the small island of Neverland as the leader of his gang the Lost Boys.

Peter’ refusal to grow up was born out of a deep-seated feeling that he would not be accepted by the
adult world and as a defense he rejected what he perceived to be rejecting him - Sound familiar?

Adults represented for Peter the ongoing threat of the emotional pain of rejection. Peter was fearful
and insecure with feelings of inadequacy. That fear of failure manifested itself whenever he
interacted with others that he perceived to be more capable and in control than he was.

Peter Pan syndrome is an overwhelming fear of failure interacting with those perceived to be more
adequate.

So many beautiful believers are just like Peter, racked with fear and riddled with a sense of
inadequacy. They (we) fear that we’ll never be good enough, never measure up.

So rather than move out and move on into the adventure of faith we cut ourselves off from the
outside world and live in the First Church of Neverland doing mortal combat with the mythical
Captain Hook of the Law.

However, the moment that we apprehend the child truths of our faith, that there is no
condemnation etc, etc we ought to be free but we’re not because whilst we know that there is no
condemnation for those who are in Christ we have no concept of what it means to be in Christ.

As long as we suffer from sin-and-self-consciousness we will continue to view God as someone
separate from us.



So long as we perceive Him as someone who lives up there (in heaven) rather than the indwelling
Christ who lives inside of each and every one of us we'll suffer from Peter Pan syndrome.

So long as we see him as separate we’ll forever be susceptible to Peter Pan syndrome. How but the
moment we’re rid of it we’ll discover that Captain Hook was far from the truth when he told Peter

that “Death is the only adventure you have left.” On the contrary, to die before you die is the key to
really living.



Freedom Fighters - Stand Strong
Steve McVey

We're done with it. The worn out, tired, legalistic approach to the Christian life that many of us have
known for most of our lives has been tried in the balance and found wanting. Some of those legalistic
habits have become a part of the doctrine of the modern church by simple osmosis.

Particular practices have been so embedded in the culture of the contemporary church world that it
has become almost impossible for many to know what is a legitimate part of the church and what is
manmade tradition that has been added on along the way. When something is done long enough
and has been sanctioned by the religious powers-that-be again and again, those things reach a place
of privilege where it almost seems blasphemous to question them, but they must be questioned if
the grace revolution is to succeed.

Over time it isn’t unusual for sacred cows to disguise themselves as sacred doctrines and to question
them risks accusation and attack from those who find great comfort in the familiar and don’t want
the predictable world in which they are well vested to be knocked off kilter by the silly nuisance of
truth. The truth is that sacred cows aren’t sacred doctrines, but are idols. Grace revolutionaries are
those who are willing to pull the mask off these sacred cows, exposing their hideous faces to the light
of biblical truth. We don’t do it out of malice, but because we love our God, His Word and His church.
They don’t die quietly, but they must die if the grace of God is to have free reign in His church again.

Change is coming to God’s church. It must and it is. The growing grace revolution will gain
momentum as we each come to grip with our own understanding of God’s grace and see it be
clarified and fortified by the Spirit of Grace Himself.

My goal isn’t to tear down, but to build up. I have no desire to be negative, but what are we to do
when the threat of graceless discipleship sentences multitudes of Christians to a lifelong struggle
accompanied by the constant self-condemnation inevitably joined to that struggle? Religion causes
people to keep working to reach a destination they don't know they've already been miraculously
transported to by grace.

Don't tell me I sound unloving. That used to work on me, but I'm past that now. I've seen too many
massacred saints loved by Jesus and yet martyred by legalism. My love for them trumps my admitted
displeasure at being criticized and misunderstood. So you can keep it to yourself. We grace
revolutionaries are done with trying to play nice with the Pharisees. Lives are in the balance and we
don't have time or interest in those silly games anymore.

| don’t want to be known for the things I'm against, but for the things | am for, but . .. A person who
loves flowers will hate weeds. A person who loves health will hate disease. A person who loves grace
will hate the things that take its place. That’s not unloving. That is love in action. Grace isn't a sicky-
sweet expression on our face and a lilt in our voice and a wimpified attitude that turns us into
religious pushovers. Our Jesus turned tables over in the temple and then used a whip to drive out
those who desecrated God's house. So don't let anybody lay some false sense of guilt on you because
you have the gall to show holy boldness. Religion will remind you to "stay in your place" but grace



will turn you loose on the world.

The very nature of revolution is the uprooting and overthrowing of existing ruling powers in order to
establish a new authority. That’s what must happen in the modern church world if we are to
continue to make an impact on the world with the gospel. Legalism must be uprooted and
supplanted with the message of pure grace. We're not going to do the goose-step march of the

godzis anymore. Like it or not, we are going to walk in grace and all the freedom encompassed in that
walk.

There has been an undercurrent of change that has been rising to the surface in the hearts and
minds of many Christians lately. A generation of believers is emerging who believe that the
performance based, let’s-just-rededicate-ourselves-and-try-harder, approach to the Christian life has
had its day in the sun and its time has ended. We believe the chance of injecting life into the dead
corpse of legalistic religion is a hopeless cause and believe that God’s answer is to restore grace to
the center stage of His true church. We're here and want to be clear: we aren't going away.

Here we stand and we can do no other.



The Teeth and the Tablets... God's Purpose For the Law
Cayce Talbott

Most of you might remember this...

When you were just kids you might remember either your dentist or your school passing out packs of
chewable tablets that were designed to teach you how to brush your teeth better. The tablets came
in a pack of two, and after you brushed your teeth you would chew the two tablets up until they
dissolved in your mouth. Then when you smiled in the mirror you would see dozens of little red spots
on your teeth that would show you all the spots that you missed when brushing them.

The residue from the two little tablets would cling to any stains or plaque that were on your teeth
that you missed while brushing, therefore revealing all of the stains on them that your naked eye
could not see. Just when you thought that your teeth were now clean and white by your own efforts,
you chew on the tablets and find out that they're still dirty in spite of all of your own efforts. No
matter how hard you brushed, the tablets would always reveal some stains that you couldn't reach
on your own. The whole experience was designed to encourage you to visit your local dentist at least
twice a year to have them professionally cleaned.

In the very same way God gave mankind two tablets in which He wrote the Law onto as a way to
reveal all of the stains in your life. The Law was never designed to clean you up or wash away the
stain of sin in your life, but rather to simply reveal it to you. The Law openly reveals that, in spite of
your own efforts, you cannot get rid of the stain of sin on your own because they are out of your
reach. Just like going to a qualified dentist to clean your teeth for you, the Law shows us that in order
to be clean we must go to the only qualified being in existence who can remove our stains of sin...
The Lord Jesus Christ.

Just like tablets for your teeth were never designed to make them clean and white again, but only
reveal to you the stains that are there... so also are the tablets of the Law that can only reveal your
iniquity to you, but fail to have the ability to remove your iniquity from you. It is only by the Grace of
God through putting your Faith in Jesus Christ can you be clean. The Law was Never designed for you
to be able to keep it, but rather to show you your need for Grace. Once you are clean the Old
Covenant Law serves no more purpose and has become obsolete to the believer because Jesus
Himself did with the Law what no man could ever do... He fulfilled it! (Heb 8:13)

"For Sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are NOT under Law but under GRACE."
-Romans 6:14
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Prosperity
Bertie Brits

Prosperity is not measured by how much you possess but by how little you need. Let me repeat
myself. Prosperity is not measured by how much you possess but by how little you need.

| have seen people that has millions having greater financial need that others living in tin houses. God
can provide for us in all areas of life but not even GOD can meet the need of GREED or
discontentment.

We need to realise that it IS NOT A SIN TO HAVE WORLDY WEALTH and that prosperity is defined in
an attitude of the heart called contentment. From the platform of contentment the best financial

decisions are made. From a platform of contentment the greatest generosity flows.

The quality of life possessed by a poor content person is much higher than that of a discontent rich
person.

THE WORD OF PAUL

Php 4:11 Not that | speak in respect of want: for | have learned, in whatsoever state | am, therewith
to be content.

1Ti 6:5 Perverse disputing of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is
godliness: from such withdraw thyself.
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The Big Lie and the Big Truth
David Heisler

Organized Christianity — high church, low Church, Pentecostal, charismatic, evangelical — whatever —
the Big Lie is pervasive.

Satan is the author of lies — and the father of lies. But he is not an independent operator. Check Job
1.6.

Let me sum up the Big Lie as told by the evil one, “Christianity is a self-improvement plan.”

The reality is that “as He is so are we in this world”. There is no room for self-improvement only
realization of your person as an expression of Him.

The corollary to the Big Lie is that Satan spends all his time creating evil in the world — which we must
fight.

The reality is that Satan spends little time creating evil (check Isaiah 45.7) and most of his time
getting Christians to waste their time on self-improvement so they never get to the “work of the
kingdom”.

So what is the “work of the kingdom”? However you define it for yourself it will start with rest. Rest
in the truth of the reality that He lives his life in you, as you, to your world. No self-improvement,

only self-expression.

You are the Savior of your world. That is the Big Truth. Don’t be afraid of that. Renew your mind to
that reality. Go be -
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The Church That Christ Built
Darin Hufford

| am coming to the conclusion that the Church that Christ is building is something quite different than
what we have been taught.

| can recall studying the "5 fold ministry" while in Bible college. At the time we were taught that
those five ingredients are what make up the Church. Where Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors
and Teachers are functioning together; there is Church.

Rather than understand that particular verse to mean that these things will exist in the Body of Christ
worldwide, we have foolishly interpreted it to mean they must exist "underneath one roof". I've even
seen Churches advertise that they have the "5 fold ministry" in an effort to draw a larger
congregation. There are articles and books written on whether or not these five things are working in
today's Churches. When we build a new Church great time and attention is put into making sure that
all the necessary ingredients are present when the doors open. The theory is that if we have an
Apostle, a Prophet, an Evangelist, a Pastor and a teacher all within our congregation, we will have
everything we need to "do Church". It's very much like opening your own McDonalds or Jack in the
Box. Once everyone is in place, it's time for business. You need an owner, a manager, an assistant
manager, a fleet of workers and you're good to go.

About two years ago | started taking a close look at my life and the lives of people around me.
Everyone | know has their own personal circle of friends they hang out with. It may consist of family
members, people from work, school, internet or their neighborhood. Every person | know has their
"Inner Circle". It usually consists of between 5 to 10 people. They have other friends as well, but
those people wouldn't be considered "Inner Circle" friends.

To be an "Inner Circle" friend, there just has to be something that causes a mutual connection
between the two of you. There is no recipe for it, and one can never predict when it's going to
happen. You can't force it, plan it, cultivate it or even command it to take place; it literally blooms
totally on its own. | have found that only certain people can "jell" together on a level of deepness
that is not necessarily shared with others. It's almost as though they were made specifically with the
other person in mind. In a realm only known to God Himself, these people fit together like pieces of a
puzzle. In fact, | believe that they were brought together by the Holy Spirit. Only He sees the inner
structure of each individual soul and then finds another soul to connect snug and tight. It's
unexplainable and cannot be manufactured or re-created by human hands in a million years.

| have an "Inner Circle" of about 10 people. These are folks that I'm super close with. Our connection
didn't happen in an effort to fulfill some Christian obligation to meet together and perform
relationship once a week. We all connect because we fit. We knew it the moment we first met. | have
many other friends that | absolutely adore and love spending time with. I'd even die for them. They
mean the world to me; however they are not in my "Inner Circle."

My four year old daughter brought out a "Hello Kitty" 100 piece jigsaw puzzle the other day and
asked me to help her put it together. The box said that it was for ages 6 and up so | knew it wasn't
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going to come together without my help. As we were laying out the pieces and turning them all
picture side up, my daughter started screaming with excitement. She had found two pieces that fit
perfectly. The problem was that though they fit, they didn't go. The picture didn't come together. As |
took a closer look at all the puzzle pieces | was surprised to find that many of them were the exact
same shape. This is confusing for a four year old girl. All she is thinking about is getting the pieces to
fit. She is too young to understand that there is a bigger picture being formed when all the pieces are
in their proper place.

When mankind sets out to "build a Church" we are very much like my 4 year old daughter. We think
that "fitting pieces together" is what it's all about. It's ironic that man would even set out to build
Church when Christ Himself said "I will build my Church". Only He has the blueprints and the final
picture. The most we can do to build a Church is snap two pieces together that fit, but have nothing
to do with each other when it come to the big picture. That is exactly what | see happening in the
Institutional churches across America. They try and try with all their might to dictate and orchestrate
relationship on their terms, and they do it all in the Name of Jesus. It's no wonder the Body of Christ
today resembles a Mr. Potato Head that was put together by a deaf, dumb, and blind 4 year old.
There's an arm sticking out of the eye socket, the lips are where the ears go and the eyes are on top
of the head. It's a mess.

If a "men's accountability group" is meeting every Tuesday night at 7:00, YOU NEED TO BE

they need that accountability. The problem is that the pieces don't go together just because they say
so. A room full of men does not equal pieces that fit. Even if they are all Christian men who know the
Lord well! You can manipulate and obligate these men to "go together" all you want, but it won't
work. We have been taught if we are Christians, we should all fit together with that "Inner Circle"
type of intimacy. WRONG!!! Jerry and Todd may both love the Lord and be brothers in His Name, but
neither of them were made to be put together. YES they are a part of the same picture, but they
were never intended to connect with an "Inner Circle" connection.

The sad thing is that Jerry is told over and over by his group leader or his Pastor that he needs to
connect with Todd out of Christian love. So Jerry tries with all his heart to make that connection. He
secretly beats himself up and feels condemned because it's just not happening. He starts to feel
rebellious, and eventually wonders if he has the Love of God in him at all. Each week he reluctantly
shows up to the men's meeting and makes small talk while glancing at his watch and wishing he was
somewhere else. All the while, his leader keeps complaining to the group because he doesn't see the
men connecting and talking as deeply as he thinks they should. (This is the story of almost every
men's meeting in America) Perhaps the most disturbing thing I've seen in institutional settings is
when people do find authentic connection with certain individuals in their Church and it is excused
and labeled as a "click." People are made to feel like they are doing something wrong when these
real connections happen and many times the leadership does whatever they can to dissolve any
"Christian clicks" that have formed in their congregation. How sad.

| honestly think we try to "build the Church" because when push comes to shove; we really don't
believe there is a Jesus Christ at all. We can't see Him with our eyes and we can't hear Him with our
ears, so it makes it pretty difficult to just sit back and let Him build the Church. We jump in and do it
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because we don't believe in Him. Think about it. | am also convinced that this is why we start
"Discipleship Groups" in our Churches. We honestly don't believe there is a Jesus. We feel that it's
our job to disciple young Christians instead of just turning them over to Christ. | thought He wanted
us to make "Disciples of Christ"? Why then are we intent on making people our disciples? Where in
the Bible does it say that WE are supposed to disciple people? We do this because we don't believe
there IS a Jesus.

If | disciple Jim and Jim disciples Tony and Tony disciples Greg and Greg disciples Brian; who disciples
me? Who disciples the guy who disciples me?? Eventually won't it lead to Christ? Can't we just go
directly to Him or do we really need another mediator? (More on this subject at another time)

So where is the Church that Christ is building???

It's your "Inner Circle" of friends. He is the one who brought you together. Not only do you "fit" with
these people but you "go together" with them. You fit together in the big picture!!! Your close
friends ARE the Church that Christ built. If you look within your "Inner Circle" you will find diverse
personalities. One has the personality of an Apostle, one is a Prophet, one is an Evangelist, one is a
Pastor and one is a Teacher. Everyone | know has the 5 fold ministry built into their "Inner Circle" of
friends!

We spend hours trying to pour our hearts into fitting pieces together that have nothing to do with
the original blueprints. We focus our time and attention on building the synthetic church while we
neglect the actual Church that He as already built into our lives. | hear people say to me that they
need to "go to Church" because they need to find Christian people to connect with. My advice to
them is that they spend their time deepening the connections they already have in their life. | believe
that everything we need exists within our "Inner Circle" of friends. All we need to do is press in even
deeper to those people that God has built into our lives. Those are the relationships that came from
Heaven. Those are the relationships we need to spend our time and focus on. Those relationships
ARE the Church that Christ built!
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Ministry of the Ravens
Aron Cooper

Years ago, | heard a sermon by Iverna Tompkins, and while I've forgotten much of her message, there
was one part of her sermon that has stuck with me to this day.

Iverna was talking about Elijah hiding in the wilderness, and how God commanded two ravens “to
bring bread and meat to him in both the morning and the evening.” (1Kg 17:4-6). She then explained
how ravens had been declared “unclean” in Deuteronomy 14, and yet, these “unclean” birds were
being used by God to sustain His child in the wilderness.

Then, Iverna said that in the coming days, God was going to be raising up “ravens” to deliver the
Word of God to His people, as those who might be considered unclean, and who would have no right
in the natural to handle the Word of God, would be given the awesome responsibility of feeding His
children.

Perhaps this word stuck with me over the years because | felt like she was speaking this word over
me. While | had been walking with the Lord for a few years by then, | had still experienced more of
“the world” than any of my church friends. Accordingly, there were times when I still felt unclean...a
feeling that, prior to hearing this message, had been difficult to reconcile with the calling that | felt
was on my life to deliver His Word.

However, in the years since hearing that word, my belief system has changed drastically from that
early “faith + works” understanding of Christianity, that emphasized my own performance, to a grace
oriented understanding of my relationship with Him. Like many of you, God has taken me on a
wonderful journey through which He has helped me to see His covenantal faithfulness and the
limitless grace that flows from it. Accordingly, | finally realized that my focus should never have been
on my own sinful nature but, rather, on His loving response to it.

So, as you might imagine, | was a bit unsettled when lverna’s word about the ravens returned to my
memory recently. For while her words still rang true to me, | found myself wondering how | could be
a raven when God has already declared me to be clean. While | may not yet have the best answer to
this question, here is what a short time of reflection has led me to believe.

First, while | still believe that | heard a word for myself in that message, | believe there was also a
word to that congregation, telling them that those whom they would see as unclean would be used
by God. And today, to many who reside in the traditional church setting, | am (along with many of
you) viewed as unclean as my behavior and my beliefs place me, at times, outside of the traditional
church (both literally and figuratively).

Second, over the last several years, | believe that God began revealing to me (and many others) that
a number of His children are being led out of the traditional church setting and into the wilderness.
While it would take more space than | have here to fully unpack that message, let me briefly explain
that in the Old Testament, God often led His children (like Elijah) out into the desert, where He would
strip away their concepts of religious performance by revealing Himself, and His covenantal
faithfulness, to them. In fact, as God’s self-revelation in the wilderness is so frequently repeated in
Scripture, | came to see it as a biblical pattern for revival and restoration.
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Accordingly, as | believe that God is once again drawing His children out into the wilderness, I've
begun to recognize the need for ravens to minister to those children of the desert. It was this last
realization that brought me back full circle to understanding the application of Iverna’s message for
myself, as | now see myself as one who is called to carry the word of God to His children in the
wilderness.

This realization has also prompted me to share this message specifically with those of you in the
grace community. For, if God is calling His children into the wilderness, then does it not make sense
that the ravens He would send out to His children will be those whose message remains free of the
leaven of works? That is not to say that our message is free from error, but, if this is a season in
which He is truly revealing His covenantal nature, then, it would seem that the ministry of the ravens
is to deliver His Word, unencumbered by even a passing reference to religious performance. If God is
truly revealing His faithfulness, then there no longer remains any room for a message that suggests
the need for our own.

Accordingly, while at first blush we in the grace community would seem to be disqualified from a
ministry that is symbolized by an unclean scavenger, it may just be that our awareness that we have
not been cleansed by our own actions, but solely by our union with Him, is exactly what prepares us
for this service.
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So -- You Should Be Better, eh?
Fred Pruitt

Someone wrote, "l yell at my kids. How can | call that Christ? Isn't God's kingdom gradually growing
in us, so that we become more and more like Christ?"

So, | see you're back at the "l should be better" Tree. Well, that's ok, we all visit there from time to
time (some of us every day), and it is always a temptation -- the common temptation to us all -- since
that was the temptation in the garden.

This idea that you are offering that Christ is being "worked into areas of soul and body little by little,"
or like concrete being spread out in a form sounds to me like the standard teaching of the church,
whether Catholic or Protestant, and would be correct, if the reason Jesus came and endured the
Cross and resurrected, had been to improve our behavior and make us better parents, husbands,
citizens, ball players, businessmen, witnesses, teachers, etc.

When | first came to Christ, after | got into a church, everything centered around self-improvement
and behavior. Or, in other words, self-attention. Fixing me, making me be a better me, and fixing you
-- making you a better you. (They go hand in hand. If my behavior is deficient but | could improve it,
then pretty much the same goes for everybody else -- THEIR behavior is deficient and THEY could
improve theirs, too!)

| was taught that pretty much as a child -- Jesus is good, so we should be good like Jesus -- and it
continued as an adult and into my life in Christ. Everybody in church, including the pastor, thought
the same thing so I fit in. Everything in church was geared to finding out the secret of HOW to be
better. That's why all the seminars, the retreats, the lectures, the Sunday School classes -- all to
improve "me" and make me "act" better -- so that | am a good Christian, a good witness, a good
citizen, a good father, a good provider, a good husband, a good whatever.

We were even taught that Christ would help us, or that through Christ, we could do "all things." So,
Christ was there to help us with two things. In my generation we were tired of the old "over in the
bye and bye Christ," whose help was there mainly for death so that we wouldn't go to hell. We
wanted a "now" Christ, who helped us with our daily problems, including yelling at the kids or having
a better marriage and finding a good job. So that's what a lot of the teaching became. How this Christ
could make us and our world better. He was there to help us in everything. That message fills
stadiums even today and those that teach it rake in the millions.

| was also taught that when Christ comes into us, he comes into our heart, but there are rooms in us
that he gets to one-by-one, and often we have to willingly and consciously invite him into those
rooms, since there are still a lot of dirty rooms in us and he's around to clean them up -- IF we invite
him and IF we let him. Kind of like your model of being worked into areas of soul and body little by
little.
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Each of us when we first come into union awareness with Christ, a revelation by the Spirit that He
and | are one, also bring this old consciousness of "l should be better" in with us. Oh, there is often a
honeymoon period, which is perhaps what you have experienced, when we are able to forget that
for a while, but after some time the problems of life come roaring back in and we are confronted,
again, with this "self" which we are, and from our old vantage point (from the old "l should be
better" consciousness), then we do what we have always done and been trained to do from birth, to
"try" to be better -- so we make the assumption that our oneness with Christ is now, finally, the thing
that will do it -- THIS will make me a better person. THIS will solve my problems. Finally, this is the
way we hold our mouth, this is the secret, finally finally finally, this is IT -- | AM GOING TO BE
CHRISTLIKE (and my world is going to conform to what | want it to be)!!!l Hallelujah! We have finally
found the ultimate "Method" to "become." Hallelujah!!!!

Only we find ourselves shocked that after this light from heaven has revealed Who we really are -- He
in us as you and me -- humanly we may find ourselves little different. Habits often remain the same.
Behavior often remains the same. Things we had trouble with all our lives we often still have trouble
with. Lots of things seem to remain the same. It's like coming down off the mount of Transfiguration,
and being confronted right off with a demon we cannot cast out.

Shouldn't we be different somehow? After all, wasn't it our frustration with ourselves and our
behavior that drove us further into finding out about Him in us?

One of the things being worked into our living consciousness, is that God is God, and there are no
other gods before Him. What we have done all our lives is have nothing but other gods before Him.
And as long as we have a "l should be better" consciousness, that is another god which is not God,
but which we have before us anyway. God will share His glory with no one or no thing -- that is why
the stripping away of the flesh. We think the stripping away of the flesh is, once again, behavior, or
attitudes or motives, but it is not. It is the consciousness that we are "something" or "should be"
something. THAT is the flesh that is being stripped away.

The way the Spirit does this stripping away is by calling us into a life of faith, which starts and in some
sense always remains in, "calling things which BE NOT as though they are." If there is no "be not,"
then what need of faith? If Isaac had been immediately born the moment God promised Abram a
son, then Abram would not have walked in faith (believing in something that did not exist) to later
become Abraham. There was a time before the actual receiving of the Promise when it does not
appear and the circumstances cry out the impossibility of the appearance of the Promise.

You have believed that Christ has come into you to live in you and walk in you, to be your guide, to
be your life, to be everything in you as far as "you" reach. There is no part of "you" that He does not
dwell in. But that is not readily apparent to eyes of flesh. We only appear as in Him to the eyes of
faith and the Spirit.

Therefore, unless the Spirit convicts you of sin, we trust that Christ is in us in perfection. That is the
Tree of Life. Stick to that Tree. The other tree will always be with you, and will always call out. "I
should be better" will always be a temptation. It is a very reasonable sounding voice, and the world
and most of the church will agree with it 100%, but it is a bite of the fruit.
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But we cannot be better. Jesus asks, "Which of you, by taking thought, can add one cubit to his
stature?" | say, "Which of you, by taking thought (or going to seminars, or by Bible study, prayer,
meditation, scripture recitations, repetition, praising, practicing, or willing, etc.) can improve your
behavior?

Hasn't life taught you that you wake up today just as you were yesterday? The best you can do are
some cosmetic changes here and there, but the essential "you" does not change. What were
problems when we were 15 are still problems when we are 55. | don't mean to sound gloomy. | don't
mean that we don't overcome this or that habit, or may have over the years changed this or that
behavior. | just mean that is not where the answer lies.

God only honors faith. Hebrews 11:6. If you can add to faith, what would it be? Faith says God will do
it, and that | cannot. That is the essence of faith.

So we continue to confess Christ in us and nothing else. We have passed from darkness to light, from
death to life. This is a fact. It is real and true. The outer will always go up and down and back and
forth as long as we are in this body. But we live inwardly from the Spirit truth of who we are, and
know that the outer is passing away, and the answer is not there, and will never be there, and never
was intended, since the Fall, to be there. The "outer" will only be restored when this outer is put off,
and we have put on immortality. So we don't seek a temporal answer to temporal situations. We
seek and live eternal life, which we see by faith in every opposite appearance that raises its head and
says, "See, this CANNOT be Christ." We say, "It IS Christ," because the devil has no place in us
anymore.

The issues about the kingdom growing up in us, are all about the new reality, the new man, which is
not the temporal outer man. The kingdom of God is not gradually improving the outer man. It is
passing away, and perishing day by day. The Spirit "quickens" the outer man, and uses it to express
Christ in this temporal world, but not in a way that is readily apparent. Only the eyes of faith can see
it by the Spirit. What is being worked in us is not a better earth, but a new earth, not yet seen, and a
new heaven, still to be seen.

But | suppose the question still remains -- what about my daily life? What about my kids and what
about my behavior toward them? | would say, don't focus on moment by moment acts, deeds,
thoughts, etc., but instead see things from the perspective of God who works all things together
perfectly for good. He sees you as the perfection your kids need to bring them to Christ. You are only
temporarily their father. Their Father is God, and He knows how to give good things to His children.
When He entrusted them to your nurture and care, He already knew everything you would do and
think toward them. And from the foundation of eternity He has seen them through His Son and the
Lamb slain. And you are perfectly fitted in that vision. You are not your own, but were bought with a
price. Not whenever it was that you call the day you got saved or came to know the Lord, but from
eternity He knew you and ordained good works for you to walk in. Now trust God that He has come
into you to CAUSE YOU to walk in His good works that He has already set up and foreseen -- as
perfect and in the Cross -- and perfect for your children, so that they would also learn not to trust in
the arm of the flesh or in things seen, but to learn to trust only in the Spirit of God and His work, and
in things unseen.
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It's the toughest thing we do, | think, but we can walk in confidence that as He miraculously revealed
Himself to and then IN me, He will do the same in His own time and way with our children since they
are His. We receive everything at the Father's hand, even what looks like to us messes we have
made. They couldn't be, had He not purposed them from eternity. So we boldly say they are His
messes, and we walk in His victory even in them.
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The Greek word translated adoption in the K]V is "huiosthesia”
Phillip Owen Mo